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The Continuing Legal Education Society of British Columbia 
Wins International Award 

CLEBC is proud to announce that our Child Protection Conference 2009 has been chosen for the Award for Professional Excellence, the top prize in the Public Interest Category in "ACLEA's Best" for 2010. ACLEA members are professionals in the fields of continuing legal education and legal publishing. Its annual awards are highly competitive and winning projects represent the highest level of achievement for the staff and volunteers involved. The award is one of only 15 annual awards granted to competitors representing more than 300 organizations.
ACLEA will formally present the award to Teresa Sheward on behalf of the Continuing Legal Education Society of British Columbia at the Annual Meeting of ACLEA in New York on July 27, 2010. 

The Child Protection Conference

Our goals were: to meet the need for a current program on Child Protection, an difficult and often ignored practice area; to fill an educational void – this area is not covered in law school or PLTC; to address over-representation of First Nations children in government care; to provide a contextual educational experience for lawyers; to show lawyers how events before they are retained can impact subsequent legal options; and to present a forum for creative thinking, building trust, and fostering change. 
People attended from all around the province: government lawyers (director's counsel), parents’ counsel, social workers, family support workers, poverty workers, aboriginal family case workers, social work and law students, and First Nations advocates. We partnered with the Legal Services Society of BC which hosted group webcasts at eight locations in the North/Central regions and in Vancouver and Victoria. Individuals also attended online. Total attendance was approximately 350 people: 148 in person in Vancouver, 148 online at ten webcast locations, 50+ auditing students and professors online, plus the 33 faculty members. The majority of registrants were lawyers. We were especially pleased to have reached over 150 lawyers in remote areas of the province. 

Interactive webcasting technology brought colleagues together province-wide, with something for all learning levels, including practice fundamentals, philosophical underpinnings, and ongoing issues. This was the first time we used online conferencing technology to enable multiple remote groups to interact. Fact patterns were discussed within each group during the roundtable session. The individuals attending online connected by conference call with a chairperson, who reported to the plenary on behalf of this group.

The webcast archive and the written materials from this conference join the arsenal of available resources for everyone in service to families and children in crisis. 
